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Issue	 	 Safe removal of friable asbestos
Solution	 Foamshield

My staff and I recently removed over 800m2 of asbestos/vermiculite, from a government building that 
is set to be demolished. 
Through a stroke of good fortune we were chosen to participate in Australian trials for this new 
technology. We would still be doing it, if we hadn’t had access to the foamshield products.

I delayed getting an A class asbestos licence for almost a decade because I had concerns about the 
removal concepts we would need to use. They went against everything I knew about risk management. 
The idea of making asbestos more dangerous as part of the removal process has never sat well with me, 
nor the use of PPE as the only line of defense, instead of the last....

The use of the foamshield products combined with David Hutchins and his staffs deployment of these 
products, combined with their care, training, supervision and attention to detail have fixed this.
This is without a doubt the most exciting change I have ever seen in our industry.

All traditional control measures were used in every occasion.

We were able to remove the asbestos in an accelerated time frame in an environment that has to be 
considered safer than most bonded removal jobs.

We had air monitoring done inside all of the enclosure with us and consistently had zero fibres detected.

We then put personal monitors on several staff with the cowling set in their breathing zones, whilst they 
were scraping the vermiculite and still, zero fibres were detected. 
The vermiculite was estimated by our lab (Octief) to contain approx. 40 % asbestos.

The foam stayed on the vermiculite ceilings, softening it and made removal much easier, obviously 
gravity prevents liquids from achieving this and then you have the secondary hazard of containment of 
contaminated liquids. 
The physical stresses on workers bodies were reduced immensely.
The mental stresses involved in friable asbestos removal have been all but removed. 
Crew moral was at an all time high. We had zero injuries, zero incidents.



We also had two areas of the building which contained asbestos backed sheet vinyl.

We trialled the use of the Foamshield foam on these two sections of flooring. 
Once the bulk of the vinyl was scraped off, (using the foam) we applied the Foamshield mastic remover. 
This allowed the remainder of the asbestos backing and the glue to be scraped off the concrete floor.
It was incredible.

I must admit, I had limited faith in what I had been told and what I had read regarding these processes 
and products, but figured if they kept us safer, were not an additional hazard, they had to be trialled.
It all sounded too good to be true. I had to see it and do it for myself.
I was not expecting the products to make the removal process easier as well.

The combination of these two products was so successful, no grinding of the concrete slab was required.
To be able to remove the asbestos and have a perfectly clean, uncontaminated slab was just 
extraordinary.
This has completely solved the issue of grinding asbestos, which, is a huge issue.

After these experiences I would feel negligent to perform these type of works without these products. 
I would also have to find new crews as there is not a single one of them who would be willing to put a 
grinder near asbestos, regardless of the control measures, now that they know there is a better way.

It is without hesitation that I would like to nominate David Hutchins and Foamshield Australia for a Safe 
work award.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further information,
or have any questions.

King Regards,

Justine Smith AKA
Lady Penelope.

thunderbirds are go ...


